Update to LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2020:  REGULATING WATER DISTRICT

SECTION I: Purposes and Enactment 
The purpose of this Law is to ensure metered water service is provided for all premises and dwellings within the scope of the present and any future expansions of the water system within the Village of speculator, County of Hamilton, State of New York, under  the authority of the General Municipal and Village Laws. 
SECTION II: Definitions
General - For the purpose of this Law, certain words or phrases herein shall be interpreted as follows, except where the context clearly indicates the contrary: words used in the singular include the plural, words used in the present tense include the future tense, the word ''person'' includes a corporation as well as an individual, and the word ''shall'' is always mandatory.
Specific Words or Phrases - For the purpose of this Law, certain terms or words herein shall be interpreted as follows: "consumer" means any person using, taking or requiring water from the Village of Speculator water system or Water Department.
''Dwelling'' means any building, structure, or portion thereof which is occupied as, or designed or intended for occupancy as, a residence by one or more families.
"Premises" shall mean the same as dwelling and is interchangeable for same in this Law, but shall also include any building or structure which uses water.
"Village Board" means the Board of Trustees of the Village of Speculator.
SECTION III: REGULATIONS AS A CONDITION OF CONTRACT
A. The following rules and regulations, as established by the Village Board or as hereinafter amended or modified, are hereby made a part of any and all agreements or contracts with each consumer of water furnished directly or indirectly from the water mains of the Village.
B. Each and every consumer of water from the Village water system shall be in all respects bound by and shall be considered to have agreed to the rules, regulations, requirements and schedules of water rates and other charges as hereinafter set forth or amended or modified by the Village Board as a condition precedent to the rights of service from said water system.
C. It shall be a requirement of this law that when the Village water system is available for use to any said premises and/or dwelling and said water service is made available by the Water Department, the owner of said premises and/or dwelling shall be connected to the Village water system. All premises and/or dwellings on the Village water system on June 1,  2022 will be subject to the appropriate base rate and a quarterly base usage rate of 3000-gallons, plus any additional usage above 3000-gallons.
D. All premises using the Village water supply must  provide  an adequate meter approved by the Water Superintendent (Operator in Responsible Charge).
SECTION IV. NEW CONNECTIONS TO THE SYSTEM
A. PERMANENT CONNECTION - Applications – Fees
1. Applications - Those desiring permanent connection to the mains of the water system of the Village shall make application for permission to do so to the Village and shall pay to the Village Clerk at the time of making said application a sum of money based on the fee schedule determined by market rate or resolution of the Village Board of Trustees and shall include an additional cost for the purchase of a meter. See Appendix A for Application of a Permanent Connection.
2. Fee Schedule – Fees will be set by resolution of the Village Board of Trustees and adjusted as needed by same.
B. PERMANENT CONNECTIONS - Installation Approvals – Authorized Representatives – Penalties
1. Service Pipe Installation Approval - The installation of the service pipe from the curb stop to the meter shall be performed to the satisfaction of the Water Superintendent or his/her designated agent. The curb stop shall remain closed and shall not be opened by anyone other than the Water Superintendent or his/her designated agent.  For new construction, all meters are to be installed in a pit setter of appropriate size for the depth of pipe and size of meter.  Pit setters that meet the AWWA standard will be accepted as appropriate.  Any new connections and/or line replacements shall be equipped with adequate backflow prevention devices.  These devices shall be the responsibility of the user and/or property owner.  Whereas a commercial facility has by determination of the 	Village Board a severe risk of cross contamination, this facility may be ordered to install, at their expense, an appropriate backflow prevention device.  
2. Authorized Representatives for Connections - No person or persons shall make any connections to the mains of the water system of the village except the duly authorized representatives of the Village of Speculator. If a service connection is 2-inches or larger is required, the connection shall be made by a contractor at market rate. The contractor shall be hired by the resident. The contractor must be bonded to conduct the work.
3. Penalty for Unauthorized Connection - Any person violating any of the foregoing provisions shall be subject to a penalty of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the first offense and one thousand dollars ($1000.00) for each additional offense.
C. PERMANENT CONNECTIONS – Materials
1. Material Standards - A1l materials used shall be proper and adequate for the type of service intended, shall meet the respective quality standard of the American Water Works Association, and shall receive approval of the Water Superintendent prior to installation.  
2. Service Pipe Material - Service pipe shall be, non-lead, or Type K copper with bronze fittings or copper tube size PVC tubing (CTS) of 200 psi or higher. PVC fittings may be used with prior Water Department approval. Lead pipes are prohibited for use in all water supply connections. The method and manner of placing materials and the general arrangement and progress of the work shall conform to the specifications hereinafter set forth in these regulations. 
3. Installation Inspection and Approval - All connections from the curb stop to the meter location shall be done by the consumer at his or her own cost and expense. The pipe installation procedure and trench backfill is to be inspected by the Water Superintendent or his/her designated agent. All backfill used to cover the pipe is to be free from logs, rocks, and debris. The backfill shall be placed in 12'' lifts and tamped for compaction. Al1 installations shall be subject to approval by the Water Superintendent or his/her designated agent before water shall be turned on. 
4. Owner's Agent - The plumber, or any other person designated and employed by the owner of the premises, will be considered the agent of such owner while employed in the prosecution of the work of introducing water into such premises and in no sense as the agent of the Water Department. The Village will not be responsible for the arts of such a person. 
5. Permits - No work shall be performed until the owner or applicant has the necessary street-opening permit from the Village Clerk and has given the required advance notice to the Village.  
D. NEW CONNECTIONS - Service Locations
1. A separate tap and service shall be installed for each premise located on a street in which there is a Village water main, and no connection will be allowed to supply water to another premise or dwelling except with the written permission of the Village Board to install other or additional taps and services. The Water Superintendent may use one (1) tap for two residences with a larger size tap than requested by the resident, in order to reduce the number of road crossings.
2. Upon application to the Water Superintendent, and receipt of his or her approval, more than one premise or dwelling may be serviced by a joint meter. Approval for a joint meter shall rest solely in the discretion of the Water Superintendent.  The applicant must show the following: 
a. The existence of physical conditions on the property which would render the installation of separate meters a hardship. 
b. That there will be no loss in revenue or water conservation to the Village as a result of the use of a joint meter. 
c. That an agreement among the parties who own the premises or dwellings to be serviced by a joint meter, exists. Said agreement must 
1) be in recordable form;
2) provide for cancellation only upon four months written notice to the Water Department and all parties;
3) provide that upon termination of the agreement all parties agree to pay the expense of installation of individual water meters, including the cost of water meters.  Any grant of said application must provide that a base rate will be paid for each dwelling or premises which is serviced by the joint meter and acknowledge the acceptability of the agreement referred to above.
3. Size of Service Pipe – The minimum size service pipe to be installed shall have a diameter of three-fourths (3/4) inch and in making an application, the applicant shall state the size of the service desired.
4. Location of Connection - No connection of any kind shall be made to the service pipe between the main and the meter except as permitted by the Water Superintendent.
E. PERMANENT Connections - Condition of Service
1. Condition of Existing service - Where an application is made for a connection for which an existing service pipe is provided to the curb box only, all work shall be performed in accordance with these rules, regulations and specifications.  As far as they are applicable, connections shall be made at the curb stop instead of the main. It shall be the duty of the applicant, or his agent, to determine that the portion of the connection previously installed is in satisfactory condition and to make any repairs thereto which may be required by the Water Superintendent or his representative; all of which shall be at the expense of the applicant.  
2. Method of Connection - Detailed methods of connection to the existing service pipe shall be in accordance with the instructions of the Water Superintendent or his representative.  
3. Fee for Connection - The applicant must pay the charge, which was applicable to the service connection previously installed, upon application for such service connection. 
4. Where application is made to increase the size of the service pipe or for any other change to be made in said pipe which serves any consumer, the valve corporation stop controlling such service must be closed at the main prior to any withdrawal of water through the reconstructed service pipe. 
5. Transfer of property – As the Village cannot reasonably be expected to monitor all changes in the ownership or use of properties served by village water, it shall be the duty of any property owner or any other village water user to give the Village at least  fourteen (14) days’ written notice of any change in ownership and/or use.  Any property owner or user who fails to do so shall remain personally responsible for all accrued charges until the village receives actual written notice of change and, in any case, the property owner and/or user shall remain personally liable for all water charges for the billing periods within which any such change of ownership or use actually occurred.

SECTION V. GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Injury to Mains, Pipes, Etc. - Any person responsible for any injury to any main, pipe, hydrant, or other water facility, shall reimburse the Village of Speculator, in full, for labor and materials and for the loss of water caused thereby. He shall also be responsible for any damage caused by such escaping water.
B. Responsibility for Trench - In the case of any excavation for the introduction of any water pipe or connection under the authority of a permit from the Village Board, the owner will be held responsible for the trench opened. Public safety and convenience shall be duly regarded and conserved by the construction of such bridges across open trenches as may be required to ensure safety to the public. Red lights, barricades and all such means of protection against accidents must be provided. Before trenches are backfilled, materials and workmanship shall be inspected by the Water Superintendent or a representative and approved in writing. Nothing herein contained shall relieve the liability and responsibility for the owner's or contractor's compliance with any and all federal, state and local statutes, rules or regulations concerning work. 
C. Service Pipe Maintained - The owner of property into which water is introduced by a service pipe will be required to maintain in working order, at his or her own expense, the said service pipe from the curb stop to the meter on or for his or her premises, including all fixtures therein provided for delivering or supplying water for any purpose. In case such services and fixtures are not so kept in repair, the Village Board or its agent may cause to have made all necessary repairs and renewals or parts thereof. The expense of such work and all materials and labor required shall be paid by the property owner. 
D. Stop and Waste Ball Valves - Inside the basement wall of the building or crawl space or the wall line into which the service pipe extends, an approved stop and waste ball valve with plumbing fittings, must be conveniently located in order to drain the meter, or in such other convenient place as the Water Superintendent may approve. See additional sections in this code and refer to drawing "Typical House Connections" for the arrangement of components and the intended layout for the pipe/valve/meter installation. 
E. Inspectors May Enter Premises - The Water Superintendent, Village Board, or employees of the Water Department, upon presentation of proper credentials, may enter upon any premises where water is being supplied by the Water Department or upon any premises when application is made for a permit to connect plumbing with the water pipes, for the purpose of installing, reading, removing or repairing meters, or for inspecting the plumbing and fixtures.
F. Change of Pressure - The Village of Speculator or the Speculator Water Department shall not be liable for any damage or loss of any kind to property or persons which may arise from or be caused by any change either in increase or decrease, in pressure of water supplies from any cause whatever, including negligence on the part of the Water Department, its agents, servants or employees.
SECTION VI. GENERAL REGULATIONS
A. Fire Hydrants - Except in cases of fire, no person or persons shall take water from the fire hydrants of the Village for any purpose whatsoever without having obtained a special permit from the Village, which permit shall be conditioned in accordance with the circumstances involved, at the discretion of the Village and in case of fire, said fire hydrants shall be opened and water shall be taken therefrom only by Village employees, active members of the Fire Department, or by special permission from the Village Board, the Water Superintendent or the Fire Chief. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine and penalty of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for the first offense and five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each additional offense.
B. Leaks, Damage to Service Line - The consumer is required to notify the Water Superintendent of any leak occurring in or damage to the service line, in which case the water will be turned off at the curb stop and will remain turned off until the leak is repaired to the satisfaction of the Superintendent. If the pipe has been damaged between the curb and the meter by the customer or his/her agent, the expense of the repair shall be the obligation of the owner/agent. The repairs to the service line between the main and the curb stop shall be an expense of the Village. If the service pipe is galvanized iron or lead (NL), the Water Superintendent shall require its replacement with copper service pipe between the main and the curb stop at the expense of the Village and from the curb to the premises at the expense of the owner. In all cases, repairs shall be made in conformity with the specifications for new services insofar as they may be applicable. Nothing in this section shall be construed as violating any agreement entered into between consumers served through improved and accepted services and the Village, nor is it to be construed as affecting any future agreements similar to the ones heretofore executed.
C. Control - The Water Superintendent shall have control of the installation, maintenance, repair and adjustments of taps, mains, curb boxes, service pipes and meters. The village shall not be responsible for breaks, obstructions, or intermissions in service arising from any cause whatsoever except that they may take such steps as are reasonable upon proper notification to make such repairs as may be necessary to restore service from the main to the curb stop. Charges for such repairs are to be made in accordance with Section IV. A. 
D. Curb Stop Violations - Service shall be controlled at the Village owned curb stop and water will be charged for as long as the curb stop is open. The water at the Village owned curb stop shall be turned off and on only by employees of the village or duly authorized representatives and only upon filing the proper notice with the Village Board. 

The water service shall only be active or deactivated when an owner or designee is at the premise.  The owner or designee must inspect the premises for leaks in the dwellings internal water service piping.  Owner owned curb cock may be operated by the owner or designee.
[bookmark: _Hlk8469014]
[bookmark: _Hlk136685206]A request for activation or deactivation will be completed from Monday through Friday (6:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M.). Weekend (Saturday and Sunday 8 A.M. to 2 P.M.) activation or deactivation will be additionally charged an increased cost for such a service.  All requests outside these times will be denied. Request for activation or deactivation must be made 48 hours in advance, by telephone or by email to:  
Superintendent Water and Wastewater
120 Black Bear Run
P. O. Box 396
Speculator, NY 12164
Phone: 518-548-5441
Email: watersewer@villageofspeculator.com

E. Liability - The Village of Speculator shall not be liable for any damage which may result to consumer's plumbing, appliances, or other fixtures from shutting off of water mains or service pipes for any purpose whatsoever, whether or not previous notice has been given.
F. Special Equipment - In cases where boilers or other special equipment are supplied with water, a suitable valve or other device must be installed, at the expense and peril of the owner to prevent collapse or explosion in case the water is shut off in the street mains.
G. Service Guarantee - The Village of Speculator does not guarantee service from the main to the meter or through the house: or through any piping, valves, or connections therein.
H. Interpretation - The Village of Speculator shall be the sole judge as to the meaning of these rules and regulations. Its interpretations shall be final and binding upon all applicants for water service and upon all takers and users of water.
I. Property Transfers - In the event of a property transfer, the current owner must notify the Village Clerk  fourteen (14) days prior to the final transfer of property. The Water Department will then read the meter and the water usage will be billed accordingly.
SECTION VII Meters
A. Ownership - All meters and associated components except meter pits are to be furnished by the Village and are to remain the property of the Village. All meters and required components to be used within the limits of the Village of Speculator will be furnished by the Village, and the cost thereof and the expense of installation thereof shall be paid by the property owner at the market rate, however, said meters shall remain the property of the Village. Any meter or associated component damaged through negligence by the property owner shall be replaced at market rate. Service calls not related to activation or deactivation shall be paid by the property owner at market rate. The foregoing shall also apply to all meters outside the Village of Speculator where the service has been extended by the Village.
B. Fees - The fee for furnishing, installation, and maintenance of meters shall be according to the current market price for the following size meters - 3/4", 1", and 2".
C. Required Size of Meters
1. Meters shall be of the size determined by the requirements of each particular installation and shall be adequate for delivering and measuring accurately the peak loads which they may be required to handle. 
2. In the case of installations having three-fourths inch service pipes, the requirements of subsection 1. of this section will be deemed to have been met where the meter is of five-eighths inch size with three-fourths inch connections. 
3. In the case of installations having service pipes larger than three-fourths inch, the requirements of Subsection 1. of this section will be deemed to have been met when the meter is of the same size as the service pipe.  
4. Where the service pipe is larger than three-fourths inch, a meter of smaller size than a service pipe may be used.
5. In all other cases which are not specifically covered by this section, the judgment and discretion of the Water Superintendent of the Village of Speculator is final and binding.
D. Location –  All new service connections and the plumbing in the building to be served shall be so arranged that the meter  shall be placed in an authorized meter pit in a horizontal position not more than three (3) feet from where the service pipe enters the building. The meter must be within clear view at all times and the location easily accessible for reading, inspection, and repair.
E. Installation
A. Prior to the installation of a meter, the owner will be required to construct and/or install at their own expense all pipes, valves and fittings involved in placing the meter in the waterline.  All work is to be done in accordance with the plan adopted by the Village Board.  
B. The plumbing shall consist of those detailed items shown in the drawing labeled "Typical House Connection" which is at 	the Water Department. Any deviation from this layout must be approved by the Water Superintendent or a designated agent.
C. It is the intent of the Village to provide in accordance with the aforementioned fee schedule, the meter, meter yoke with 	one ball valve shut off on the inlet side of the yoke and one dual check valve on the outlet side of the yoke assembly. 
D. Due to an estimated water pressure of 90 psi, the Water Department may recommend the owner provide protection from 	higher pressure for the plumbing components within their home or business. The Water Department may recommend the 	installation of a pressure reducing valve with integral strainer. This is to be located immediately after the meter/yoke 	assembly.  Immediately after the reducing valve, the owner is to install one inline tee (T) with a stop and waste valve off the 	said tee, for the purpose of draining the household plumbing, should the need arise. Immediately after the tee assembly, in 	the waterline, install an inline ball valve with waste. This ball valve is to be provided by the owner and maintained in 	working order at all times.  Said connection, plumbing, reducing valve, and meter locations may be altered after inspection and determination by the Water Superintendent due to hardship, undue expense, or inconvenience.
F. [bookmark: _Hlk17901032][bookmark: _Hlk8468645]Access to Premises - The Water Superintendent, Water Department employees, or agents of the Village of Speculator, upon presentation of proper credentials, may enter, at any reasonable time to examine the meter and its connections and to determine the quantity of water used and the method and manner of its use.  The hours between 8:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M. shall be considered reasonable hours for this purpose. They may enter the aforesaid premises to inspect, examine or record the plumbing fixtures of the water service, or where application is made for a permit to connect plumbing with water pipes.
G. Repair of Meters - Damaged meters shall be repaired or replaced by the Village of Speculator at the customer’s expense at market rate, except where the damage is caused by ordinary wear and tear.
H. Interference with Meters
1. All persons are forbidden to interfere with or remove a water meter from any service. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine and penalty of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for the first offence and five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each additional offense. 
2. Damage to Meters or Associated Components- Any damage which the meter may sustain, resulting from the carelessness of the owner, his agent or tenant, or from neglect of any of them to properly secure and protect the same, including any damage that may result from allowing said meter to become frozen, or to be injured by hot water or steam from a boiler or hot water tank, shall be paid to the Village by the owner of the premises at market rate

SECTION VIII TESTING OF METERS
A. It is the policy of the Village to make periodic tests of all meters on one inch size and smaller without specific charge to the consumer. There shall be, however, no obligation upon the Water Department to do these tests nor shall the failure to do so give rise to the assumption that the meters are in any way out of order or incorrectly registering.
1. Any municipal meter shall be taken out and tested upon the complaint of the consumer and upon payment of a fee  at market rate.  If upon testing, the meter is not within three per cent of being accurate, it shall be repaired or replaced and the  fee refunded to the consumer. 
2. If there should be a disarrangement of the meter, or a faulty registration of the quantity of water consumed for the current period, the correct amount shall be taken to be that of the registration plus the deficiency, or leave the excess, that subsequent readings of the meter shall indicate. If it is found that the meter has stopped or failed to register, the quantity of water consumed shall be taken to be the same as that of the corresponding period of the previous year and the bill rendered accordingly.
SECTION IX COSTS OF REPAIRING METERS
A. Where repairs are necessitated by the normal deterioration of the meters through use, the cost of repairing such meters shall be borne by the Village.
B. Where repairs to the meters or associated components are necessitated by neglect on the part of the consumer, such as damage done by freezing, or by hot water backing through the meter, or by actual breakage, the consumer shall be charged for the cost of the repair work; such cost, however, shall not exceed the cost of purchasing a new meter of the same size and the costs shall be paid by the property owner, and will be based on market rates.
SECTION X. FROZEN WATER SERVICES RESPONSIBILITY
The Village Board does not assume responsibility for frozen services, notwithstanding the fact that the installation of any service which may subsequently become frozen had been installed and/or approved by the Water Superintendent or designated agent. 
SECTION XI. RATES AND CHARGES
Water shall be charged quarterly to all consumers of water, as herein defined, in accordance with the rate schedule established by resolution of the Village Board. After said rate schedule has been legally adopted by the Village Board according to due process of law, refer to the Village of Speculator Water Department Rate schedule. A reasonable request for monthly billing may be considered if the request is made in writing by the property owner and approved by the Village Board.
SECTION XII. SEASONAL CUSTOMERS
[bookmark: _Hlk17901061]It is the Intent of this section of this Local Law to give the owner/customer as many options as is possible to allow for ease of public water use, with respect to seasonal/recreational use demands.

A. A seasonal customer is one who has his/her water turned on (Activation) and off (Deactivation) for one or more quarters in any one year. Seasonal customers must have water turned off and meter removed, and then water turned on and meter installed, by an authorized employee or agent of the Village Board. See Appendix B for Applicati0on for Activation and Deactivation of Water Service.

B. A request for activation or deactivation will be completed from Monday through Friday (6:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M.) Weekend (Saturday and Sunday 8 A.M. to 2 P.M.) activation or deactivation will be additionally charged an increase cost for such service.  All requests outside these times will be denied. Request for activation or deactivation must be made 48 hours in advance, by telephone or by email to:  



  Superintendent of Water and Wastewater120 Black Bear Run
P. O. Box 396
Speculator, NY 12164
Phone: 518-548-5441
Email: watersewer@villageofspeculator.com

C. It is understood that certain seasonal buildings within the Speculator Water District are not wintered to protect the water meter and accessories from freezing. They may also have insufficient space for required plumbing fixtures as before listed in this law. Therefore, in lieu of providing continual heat for the water meter and accessories, or in lieu of major reconstruction to provide plumbing space for the seasonal dwelling, the customer shall have the following options.
1. Temporary removal of meter and water service - The customer can request that the Water Department remove the individual meter from the dwelling for the winter, which is considered the cold weather season, and the water service be turned off at the curb stop at that time. The customer must make application with the Village Clerk in order to allow  forty-eight  ( 48) hours’ notice and so that the operation occurs during regular business 	hours for the Water Department to shut off the water at the curb and to remove the meter. A service fee to be determined by the market rate or the Village Board of Trustees must be paid to the Village Clerk at the time  of next quarterly billing. Said fee is for turn off and turn on of water service and disconnect and reconnect or the water meter.  
2. Temporary removal of meter with continued water service - the part time use of water during the winter season shall be permitted providing that the customer complies with the following: 
a. completes an application for water meter removal as in Section IX, Part B, Section 1.
b. a temporary meter will be installed in place of the meter at the time of meter removal, in which case the water will be turned on after meter removal at the curb stop by the Water Department. The water can then be turned on and off at the curb stop by request for turn on/off service described previously in this law. The customer can turn his/her own water on or off for start up or draining purposes providing that they have their own in-line curb stop or other type of shut off in their lateral line. At no time is the customer to operate the curb stop owned by the municipality. If a  temporary meter is installed to allow intermittent water use, an established rate based upon the annual water rate will be charged, in addition to the meter removal fee. This same fixed rate is to be paid at the time of the meter removal application. 
3. In-ground Meter Pit  - The  property owner shall have the option to purchase an in-ground meter pit setter, pipe, fittings, and accessories. New construction requires placement of an in-ground meter pit. These units must meet Water Department specifications. The unit assembly, along with parts and accessories must be ordered and shipped to either the owner or his/her agent. Prior to exercising the aforesaid option, an application must be completed and returned to the Village Clerk's office.
SECTION XIII. METER BILLS
A. Bills for metered water shall be payable quarterly. In each instance, meter bills if not paid within thirty days, shall be subject to penalties and interest in accordance with New York State Village Law or General Municipal Law governing same; namely, the Village will charge 5% interest after thirty days and one-half of one percent for each subsequent month or part of a month that the bill remains unpaid. Failure to receive a bill shall not act as a waiver of said penalty nor shall it relieve the consumer of any responsibility for said bill. In case of inability to read the meter, an estimated bill will be submitted to the consumer.
B. Abatements - No abatement of the charges for water rents shall be allowed due to the vacancy of any premises supplied with water.
C. Unpaid charges - all charges for water, service pipe installation, repairs, damages caused by carelessness or neglect, penalties, etc., shall be made against the premises supplied, and the owner of the premises shall be held responsible for such charges; if not paid, shall be a lien on the property benefited. All such unpaid charges shall be added to the next general tax against property. If determine, by the Village Board for  a failure to pay for water services within  6 months  may result in shut off of service ten days after service of a registered letter stating same.
D. Collection of Unpaid Accounts Outside Village Limits – As to those users of water concerning property situate outside the limits of the Village of Speculator, if one (1) billing period payment remains unpaid, the Village Clerk shall notify the user and/or property owner with thirty (30) days’ written notice, registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, that his/her water supply shall be shut off without further notice.  Unless the user or property owner pays the arrearage, penalties or interest in full, or else satisfactorily appeals to the Village Board, within said thirty days period, a second written notice, registered, or certified mail, return receipt requested notifying of payment in arrearage within fifteen (15) days if payment with penalties or interest has not been received, the water supply shall be shut off by the Village without liability to the user, property owner, or property and shall continue to be turned off until all arrearages have been paid in full and further payments guaranteed.
SECTION XIV. PARTIAL INVALIDITY
If any section of this Local Law shall be held invalid, unconstitutional, or ineffective, in whole or in part, such determination shall not be deemed to affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof.
SECTION XV. EFFECTIVE DATE
The Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.
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